
 

Dear parents and carers, staff,  students and  community members,  

 

Four weeks into the term already; shorter days, colder mornings and an increase 
in minor illnesses as the season changes.  We understand the dilemma parents 
face when they get up in the morning and find that their child is unwell.  It is often 
a difficult decision, whether to keep your child at home or send them to school 
and it does come down to your judgement. However if they are unwell, school is 
not the place for them. Germs spread quickly within the classroom and with other 
students having medical conditions that can be exacerbated by common illnesses 
it is best that ill students stay home to recover. 
  

Thank you to those parents who are utilising the Absence SMS system to let us know that their child is absent, 
this is a great way for us to keep our records up to date.  An email or a note is preferable to a phone call, or 
you can just reply to the absence SMS you receive from the school on the morning of the absence. 
  

It is important that you let the front office know as soon as possible if your child has a confirmed case 
of a contagious illness. 
  

Post NAPLAN Testing 
It will be good to have our normal routines back in place after the NAPLAN testing last and this week. I was 
very impressed with the effort of the students sitting the tests and all of them giving it a go especially in the 
new format on the computer.  As part of our Positive and Support Learning Environment focus area, our 
expected behaviour last week was ‘When things are hard – keep trying’ and our students certainly did. Well 
done Year 3 and Year 5 students. 
 

Most of the testing was done online except for Year 3 writing. The technology did not let the students down 
and everything went smoothly. 
  

Parents will receive the results of this testing in Term 4 or may be earlier as they were online.  However the 
results of this sort of testing must be put in perspective and so this excerpt from an article written to students is 
very relevant: 
  

"We are concerned that these tests do not always assess all of what it is that make each of you special and unique. The 
people who create these tests and score them do not know each of you-- the way your teachers do, the way I hope to, 
and certainly not the way your families do. They do not know that you can play a  musical instrument or that you can 
dance or paint a picture. They do not know that your friends count on you to be there for them or that your laughter can 
brighten the dreariest day. They do not know that you write poetry or songs, play or participate in sports, wonder about 
the future, or that sometimes you take care of your little brother or sister after school. They do not know that you have 
travelled to a really neat place or that you know how to tell a great story or that you really love spending time with  special 
family members and friends. They do not know that you can be trustworthy, kind or thoughtful, and that you try, every 
day, to be your very best... the scores you get will tell you something, but they will not tell you everything. There are many 
ways of being smart."          .......... Source: Russell O’Neill 

As stated in previous messages to parents, if you would like to know where your child is at academically then 
please talk to your classroom teacher. Education is a three way partnership with the teacher, parent and the 
child.  We all need to do our best so that effective learning and academic progression can take place. 
   
 Have a great fortnight. 

Darryn Martin                  Julie Blogg 

Principal                                   Associate Principal                                                               

Your Fortnightly Checklist : 
  

 1 June - Room 8 Assembly             
 6 June  - Faction X-Country             

23 May 2018 

 4 June     -     WA Day Public Holiday  
 11 June   -     School Board Meeting 



 

As part of being a Sustainable School and an initiative from the Department of 
Education, all Semester reports will be emailed to parents from Kindergarten to 
Year 6. If you have changed your email address or have not been receiving 
correspondence from the school via email please let the office know. For those 
families who do not have an email address a printed copy will be sent 
home.  Semester one student reports will be emailed home to parents at the end 
of this term. 
 

Sporting News!  
This term during Phys Ed we have had Shelley McLennan and Ted Batchelor come along to our lessons. 

They are the Football Development Officers for the Great Southern Region. We have had a great time 

learning and refining techniques for hand passes and accurate kicking.  

This comes at a perfect time as week two of this term saw the commencement of Eagles Cup Competition. 

Our squad is a group of keen boys and girls from years 4,5 and 6. We have been training on Thursday 

lunchtimes and played a fabulous first game against Spencer Park on May 8. All students showed 

enthusiasm and excellent sportsmanship as we came together to defeat Spencer Park 50 - 16.  

A big thank you to our team of dedicated coaches - Rogan, Murray, Lockie, Wade, Matt and Stuie. 

Looking forward to this week's fixture against Denmark… 

                         Eagle Cup 
On Tuesday this week we travelled to 

Denmark. We played really well as a team but 

unfortunately didn't take the win this time.  

Denmark 8   9   57 

Little Grove 2  4  16 
 

Student Reports to be emailed 



 

Roster: 
 

Fri  25 May Bec 
Wed  30 May Nicole 
Fri    1 June Tanya 
Wed  6 June Ruwanmali 

“The Big Bite” 
CANTEEN NEWS 

 
 

Maker Space at the Grove 
 

Mr Bernhardt and Mrs Blogg, with the help of 
Mrs Weinert is running this program for 
students in Year 3 to Year 6  on Tuesdays 
from 3pm-4pm. 
 
If you would like to come and tinker, explore 
and create new things using a variety of tools 
and  materials, please register your interest 
at the office, and come along on the next 
Tuesday 
 

Weekly Focus - Whole School Block Musters 
& Groovy Grovers 
 
WEEK 4 FOCUS:   
Have a go 
This falls under the 
heading of Build Resili-
ence  on our Behav-
ioural Expectations 
matrix. 
 
WEEK 5 FOCUS:   
Deal with disagree-
ment calmly and pos-
itively 
This falls under the 
heading of Build Resili-
ence  on our Behav-
ioural Expectations 
matrix. 

 

Groovy Grover News ! 
 Thank you to the families who have already 

paid their contributions for this year. 
 

Contributions received  : 
 

Kindy    65%          PP  72%       Primary 62 %
  
 

It is also great to see families taking up our offer to 
set up payment plans to make budgeting for 
school costs easier.  A direct deposit of a few   
dollars a week can help you spread the costs of 
excursions, swimming lessons, camp, contribution 
payments and even uniforms.  If you wish to take 
advantage of a payment plan, please see Mrs 

Bernhardt in the office anytime except Fridays. 
 

Contribution Payments can be made at the office 
anytime between 8am-3pm via cash or EFTPOS.   
 
Direct Bank payment can be paid using the follow-
ing bank details: 
 
Account name: Little Grove Primary School 
BSB: 016 510 
Account number: 340 910 473 
Reference:  Student Surname, Initial  

Contribution Payments 

Help the Department of Health to improve 
school-aged health services  
 
Do you have a child aged between three and 18?  
 
Child and Adolescent Community Health and WA 
Country Health Service are reviewing the 
community health services provided to school-
aged children and across Western Australia.  
 
You are invited to complete a short survey to help 
them understand what is important to you, what is 
working well and what could be made better.  
For more information and to complete the survey, 
visit  
http://healthywa.wa.gov.au/School-health-services  
 
The survey closes on Friday 8 June. 

Health and Wellbeing 

http://healthywa.wa.gov.au/School-health-services


 

BRUV Program 
 

On the morning of May the 11th Room 8 

began our first official Baited Underwater 

Video (BRUV) data collection of 

Princess Royal Harbour.  The aim of the 

activity was to gather information on the 

diversity and abundance of species at the 

Rushy Point location in Little Grove.  

The students also collected data on the 

abundance and size of cockles at the same 

location. 

 

Due to the BRUV trial run last year, data 

was collected in a very accurate    

manner.  Water depth and  temperature was recorded and locations accounted for by a Global Positioning 

System. 

 

Students designed the BRUV frames and with some help from Mr Reeves, our school gardener, to finish 

them off, the frames worked exceptionally well. 

 

Unfortunately not many fish were seen in the footage as compared to the trial last year and like a lot of 

good science, this raised more questions for the class scientists to consider.  Everyone who was present at 

the trial last year said the water was much colder this year.  

Plus, the data was collected in autumn as     opposed to 

summer.  These two factors may have contributed to the small 

number of species recorded.  However, the activity was run 

efficiently and we will be able to compare this data with 

another BRUV  activity later in the year and over future years.   

 

Many thanks to the parents that came along to help – without 

your involvement the day would not have been possible.  This 

was a successful start to a fantastic activity that will run for 

many years at Little Grove Primary.  

Year 6 Camp Fundraiser 

 
 
On Thursday 24 May the Year 6 students will 
hold a cake sale and guess how many jelly 
beans in the jar raffle. Please support them in 
this final effort to reduce the huge cost of their 
camp. 



 
We will be holding our Scholastic Book Fair early this year as a way to 
celebrate Family Reading Month. 
 
Like last year, the book fair will be delivered to us in its own moveable 
bookshelves. This is an exiting way to present the book fair and worked 
really well last year. 
 

Book Fair brochures have been sent home with students, showing just a small taste of the many books 
that will be available for purchase. 
 
The Book Fair will run on Wednesday 23 May,  
Thursday 24 May and Friday 25 May.  
 
Sales and viewing will be : 
 

Before school   8.15am till 9.15am 
Lunchtime    1 pm till 1.25pm 
After School  3.00pm till 3.30pm 

 
 
 
Family Reading 
Here is some important information about helping your child with their reading at home or getting them ready to 
read. 
 

I want my children to read 
I want my children to be  readers. 
I want my children to have big 
dreams. 
How can I help my children learn to 
read? 

I show them that reading   matters 
I help them find books they like. 
They see me read. 
We go to the library together. 
We read before bed every night. 

We spend time together 
We talk a lot. 
I talk to them about what we're doing. 
I ask about their day. 
They ask me about the world. 
I tell them what I know. 

I help them hear  

the sounds in words 

when we talk 
I help them hear how baby and bub-
ble start with the same sound.  
I help them hear that kitten and mit-
ten rhyme. 
We sing songs. 
We say nursery rhymes together.  
They are getting ready to read. 
I am helping them. 

I teach my children that things 

have names 
I teach them the colours, the foods we 
eat. 
I teach them the animals and the kinds 
of weather. 
I teach them walk, run, jump, fly. 
I teach them is, was and will be. 
  

I help them  practise reading 
They read their favourite book out 
loud.  
I read it too. We take turns. 
They read it over and over. I don't 
mind.  
They read until the words sound right. 
I say, "Great job reading!" 

I help them understand what 

they read 
I say, "Tell me about the story.  
What happened? 
Who did what? Why? 
How did it end?" 
We talk about it.  
I say, "What do you think 
about the story?"  
And I listen. 

Reading can help 

our dreams come true 
I show them that reading matters. 
We spend time together. 
I help them hear the sounds in words 
when we talk. 
I help them know what words mean.  
I help them practise reading. 
I help them understand what they read. 
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           BOOK FAIR 


